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The Leading Voice for Business 
in Bishop’s Stortford

The latest news from 

the Chamber at our 

Facebook page - 

Bishop’s Stortford 
Chamber of Commerce.

The Goods Yard Development
The Chamber was fortunate and 
grateful to have Matthew Serginson, 
Senior Development Manager at Solum 
Regeneration, speak to our members at the 
latest in our long running and popular series 
of Quarterly Business Lunches. 

Matthew started with some background, in the 
context of the uncertainty arising out of the 
recent planning application being refused by East 
Hertfordshire District Council. 

He explained that Solum was a joint venture between 
Network Rail and Kier Property that was established 
in 2008 to attract private investment into the rail 
network, the intention being to unlock and release 
value and return money to the network. They 
undertake a whole range of schemes, from small 
to large scale residential developments, commercial 
developments and new stations. 

Since 2014 Solum has been working closely with Greater 
Anglia and has undertaken local consultations with 
newsletters distributed in 2015 and 2016 and holding 
an exhibition that led to 900 responses to pre-planning 
discussions. Matthew stressed that Solum took on board 
the comments and incorporated them into their scheme. 
They believe engagement leads to adaptations and 
evolutions to schemes in order to find a scheme that is 
commercially valid and suits the local community. 

In March 2016 initial planning was proposed, a 
masterplan with phases for homes, parking, the 
hotel and shops and in August 2016 there was an 
addendum to address some issues. By March 2017 a 
revised hybrid planning was submitted with detailed 
planning for the first phase and outline for the others 
with the intention to deliver retail, bus routes, better 
connectivity, improved rail connections, the hotel and 
housing. Matthew stated 185 people supported the 
plan (mainly young residents who like these sorts of 
schemes) but he did admit there were some objections. 
It was recommended for approval and so they were 
disappointed when it was rejected and criticised. 

Matthew set out the issues: 

1. Quantum of retail, how much? It needs to    
 compliment rather than detract from the town centre

2. Car-parking. What is the correct form and make up,  
 whilst considering the demand from the station and  
 how this will affect development. 

3. The level of parking generally, what is required for   
 the housing, retail and public. 

4. Reviewing the provision of a ‘traffic link’. Solum   
 want to find the best solution

5. Finding a design to reflect the evolution of Bishop’s   
 Stortford’s heritage, whilst also reflecting on and   
 incorporating general design evolution 

The Council is to open to grappling with these issues 
and Solum will engage with stakeholders during this 
process and Matthew would be happy to come back to 
present to us again when they have a new plan. 

If there is support for a new scheme Solum are fully 
committed, but they will not rush and will not merely 
amend or tweak what has come before – it would be 
a whole new scheme. Matthew feels Solum are acutely 
aware for the need to strike whilst the iron is hot. 

In conclusion Solum are committed to working with the 
Council, local stakeholders and community groups to 
have local support for the project and to help achieve 
the long term aspirations of the town
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S U P P O R T I N G

The Lauchpad, Ground Floor,  
Charrington House, The Causeway,  

Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2EN. 

Tuesday 12th September 2017
8am for 8.30am

Chris Smith
BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT MANAGER  

FROM EAST HERTS COUNCIL

£15 Members • £20 Vistors
(Bookings cancelled after 5th September 2017 will be charged)

Forthcoming Events
12 Sept  Breakfast, Charrington House 

15 Sept  Business Lunch, BS Golf Club 

3 October  Breakfast, BS Golf Club

18 October BSMB, Rhodes

1 November Meet the Buyers, Radisson

2 November  Quiz, Rhodes

New Chamber Members
Jonathan Berry  Bishops Hampton Ltd 

Dominic Walsh  Grace Group 

Julia Nicholas  Hanbury Wealth Management Ltd

Leigh Barnett  GQ Wealth Management Ltd 

Fiona Moonan  Half Moon Travel

Martin Lyall, BUSINESS CHANGE DIRECTOR

London Stansted Airport - Building for the future

Places are strictly limited, to book yours, please email 
Chamber Secretary, Daliah at secretary@bschamber.org

Open to members and non-members
Friday 15th September 12pm for 12.30pm
Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club

Price £25
Includes VAT

Quiz Night
Get your team ready for the Chamber Quiz 
Night on the 2nd of November. Book your 
place with Daliah: secretary@bschamber.org

Daliah is currently putting together the 
schedule of Speakers for 2018.  If you are 
interested in being a Speaker at one of 
our monthly breakfast meetings, or you 
know of a colleague you think would like 
to speak, please email Daliah, Chamber 
Secretary, : secretary@bschamber.org  

Do You have something to say?
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Bishop’s Stortford  
Means Business
Bishop’s Stortford Means Business (BSMB) is the biggest 
business event in the Bishop’s Stortford calendar, and 
the Chamber is a long standing sponsor of this important 
exhibition.  It was founded in 2001 to provide an opportunity 
for businesses large and small to present their goods and 
services to the people and other businesses in the area.  
Buying locally is an excellent way to help the prosperity of the 
area, to the benefit of us all.

Generous sponsorship from Stansted Airport, East Herts Council and 

of course the Chamber means that the cost of participation is as low 

as possible, making it affordable for even the smallest business to 

participate.  “We wouldn’t miss it”, Wendy Emberson of Stort Physio 

stated.  “We meet so many clients who we have treated in the past, 

and it is an ideal opportunity to explain to others how making the 

right diagnosis coupled with our unique treatments can very quickly 

bring recovery and pain relief.”

Arrangements for the 2017 event are well in hand.  It takes place on 

18 October at the Rhodes Centre, the doors open at 10.  There is no 

charge for the visitors to attend and the exhibitors will be on hand 

to explain what they can offer until 4 pm.  To make parking easier, 

visitors are encouraged to park at the Bishop’s Stortford Football Club 

to take advantage of a free shuttle service provided by the Baron’s 

Group.  Travel in style in a luxury BMW.

Accountancy Recruiters

Ascot Blake

Associated Beverages

Attwaters

Barclays Bank

Barons Group BMW Mini

Barrow LLP

Bishop’s Stortford 

Chamber

Bishop’s Stortford Flyer

Bishop’s Stortford Football 

Club

Bishop’s Stortford Rotary

Blue Line Sustainable 

Furniture

Business Kinetics

Coralmead Accountancy 

Services Ltd

Diamond IT Services

Diamond Office Furniture

East Herts Economic Vision

Eastern Plateau Rural 

Development

East Herts District Council

EmployAssist HR

Great Hallingbury Manor 

Hotel

Gü Desserts

Handelsbanken

Harlow Business Centre

Harlow Business Exhibition

Harlow College

Herts & Essex Observer

HR Specialists

HTS Group

Intellectual Property Office

iThinkMedia

Kinetics

KMD Private Wealth 

Management

Lloyds Bank

Manor of Groves

Mansell & Co

Mantle Business Centres

Marshall

Mosaic Recruitment

Nockolds Solicitors

Nockolds Wealth

Price Bailey

Prontaprint

RecruitAbility Solutions Ltd

Saffron Apparel

Simpsons Creative

Sincerity Personnel

Snap Fitness Bishop’s 

Stortford

Stansted Airport

Stort Physio

Styles Bowman

Tees Law

The Growth Hub

Visit Herts 

Wenta

An impressive list of Exhibitors have  
already been signed up, and include:

Anyone interested in taking a stand at 
BSMB should act quickly, there are only 
a few places left.  Full details can be 
found at www.bsmb.co.uk
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The Chamber is raising funds for the St. Elizabeth’s 
Centre, to purchase a wheelchair bike. 
The bike will allow all of their residents, whether 
young or old, and regardless of ability, the 
opportunity to cycle with their family and friends 
around the grounds of St. Elizabeth.  

The Annual Quiz is a major 
fund raiser for charity cause 
as well as the monthly raffle 
at the breakfast meetings 
with prizes generously 
provided by Chamber 
members.  For example, 
Nockolds donate 2 bottles of 
wine every month and KMD 
Private Wealth Management 
give a £50 voucher for every 
raffle - £550 per year.

Recently, two Chamber members have taken independent 
action to add to the fund raising

Bishop’s Stortford Chamber of Commerce member Jim 
Tatchell of Circadian FX was proud to present a cheque 
for £190 to Andrew Whitehead, Director of Finance at 
the St. Elizabeth’s Centre in Perry Green. This donation is 
as a result of Jim’s ongoing commitment to donate 30% 
of his revenues on business introduced to his company via 
the Chamber.

Jim was lucky enough to be given a tour of the Centre 
during the Summer Fair and Open Day, and was struck 
by the quality of care and obvious affection that is shown 
to the remarkable and resilient pupils and patients 
there. These services do not come cheaply though, and 
donations of this kind are always very welcome.

Circadian FX saves money for local Hertfordshire based 
individuals and companies that are doing business 
overseas whether they are buying property abroad, 
importing or exporting. Bringing a whole new openness, 

transparency and 
fairness to the sector 
they are merrily 
disrupting the old 
way of doing things.  
Please contact Jim 
on 07412 94196 
or jim.tatchell@
circadianfx.com

Town Mayor Colin 
Woodward also 
played a part.  In 
the splendid setting 
of Pircio Restaurant, 
there was some 
Midsummer Delight 
for the Mayor’s 
Charity Fundraising 

in June. Greeted with a glass (or two!) of Yeni Raki, guests 
moved on to sample the complimentary wine tasting(s!) 
by which time 
they were 
ready to be 
entertained by 
a skilful and 
glamorous belly 
dancer (and 
one or two 
were tempted 
to join in). 

A splendid 
three course 
meal was then enjoyed by all. Colin dedicated the 
fundraising towards the St Elizabeth’s wheel chair bike 
target of the Chamber.  It was great to round off for the 
event the event which raised £850 towards that target.

Can you do something to add to the funds?

Noticeboard
Is designed and printed by Kinetics
Telephone: 01279 758 850 • www.marketing-kinetics.co.uk • inbox@marketing-kinetics.co.uk
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Chamber Charity - St Elizabeth’s Centre

Sponsor Opportunity 
Would your company like to sponsor the Noticeboard?
Noticeboard is printed 6 times a year and distributed to all Chamber members, 
business contacts, libraries and points of information. Sponsors get an 
advertisement as a part of the package, which costs only £100. 
Please contact Daliah, Chamber Secretary on: 01279 505 953
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The Leading Voice for Business in Bishop’s Stortford

The latest news from 
the Chamber at our 
Facebook page - 

Bishop’s Stortford Chamber of Commerce.

What is the Chamber for?When I am inviting local businesses to join the Chamber, I am frequently asked what 

the Chamber does. I thought I would share the response because if all Chamber 

members encourage others to join, the Chamber becomes stronger as a result.
A Chamber of Commerce has 3 roles.1 To represent local business with various bodies such as the Councils
2 To provide information to the members3 To help promote members grow and sustain their businessSo what does that mean in practical terms?Firstly, we seek to engage with the councils, particularly Town and District, and to a lesser extent, 

County. We will comment on proposed developments 
to ensure that business considerations are fully taken 
into account.
A good example is car parking, though we would not 
claim total success, we have lobbied hard for pay-on-
exit car parks, more spaces and greater flexibility in the 
use of available facilities and achieved some progress. 
The bigger the membership, the louder is our voice.Secondly, we work to provide information to our 
members. This can be proactive and reactive. So for 
example, when legislation such as Auto Enrolment 
comes along, we work to ensure members know what 
the implications are for them, and so allow them to 
make the necessary arrangements in good time. We 

also have talks at breakfasts and lunches which will 
inform and brief members or relevant subjects. And 
if a member needs help or advice on a matter, the 
Chamber will introduce someone within the Chamber 
membership who may be able to help, or to another 
source of advice.
Finally, we want to help our members get in touch 
with new customers. Networking events such as the 
breakfast and lunch meetings, and sponsorship of 
Bishop’s Stortford Means Business provide just such 
opportunities.
We now have a new Chairman who is very keen to 
pursue these objective - please see his piece on the 
back page. And please encourage other companies to 
join so we can continue all this work.Bob Lee
President: Bishop’s Stortford Chamber of Commerce.
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